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November 13, 2006
Catholic Charities’ Refugee Resettlement Program Assists with 
Expanded Family Reunification Program
Department of State extends eligibility to the U.S. Refugee Program to family reunification applications from 17 countries
Who:
Catholic Charities’ Refugee Resettlement Program is available to assist persons who have been admitted to the U.S. as refugees or granted asylum who wish to apply for refugee processing for their spouse, parents or unmarried children under the age of 21.
What:
The United States Department of State has been authorized to extend eligibility for the United States Refugee Program to family reunification applicants from the following seventeen countries: 

	Afghanistan
	Democratic Rep. of Congo
	North Korea

	Burma
	Eritrea
	Rwanda 

	Burundi
	Ethiopia
	Somalia

	Colombia
	Haiti
	Sudan

	Congo (Brazzaville)
	Iran
	Uzbekistan

	Cuba
	Iraq
	


Persons who are in the United States and have been admitted as refugees or granted asylum (including those who have adjusted status and are now lawful permanent residents or United States citizens) can apply for refugee processing for their spouse, parents or unmarried children under the age of 21 IF those individuals are located outside of their countries of origin or habitual residence.  

Access to the Family Reunification program for these nationals is based on the filing of an Affidavit of Relationship (AOR) by a qualified relative in the United States. The AOR must be filed locally, and forwarded to the headquarters of a national voluntary agency, before it can be processed through the Department of Homeland Security, Citizenship and Immigration Services. 

When:
Now. Contact Lucy Ho, Resettlement Case Manager, (408) 325-5160 or lucy@ccsj.org, for an appointment. 
Where: Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County

 2625 Zanker Road


 San Jose, CA  95134

About Catholic Charities of Santa Clara County:
Catholic Charities works to strengthen families and build economic self-sufficiency for the poor and vulnerable in Santa Clara County. Now in its 51st year in the community, Catholic Charities reaches more than 50,000 families and individuals of all cultures and beliefs through a broad base of programs including housing services, job skills training and placement, older adult services, mental health counseling, financial education, immigration, refugee resettlement, and children and youth services and education. Catholic Charities is a member of Catholic Charities USA, the nation’s largest social services network. Administration is located at 2625 Zanker Road, San Jose, California, 95134. For information, visit us at http://www.ccsj.org.
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